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Ching were also detailed to go, but Ch'nn Hung was left
behind. Hsi-men asked Major Chou for an escort of four
horse soldiers. Sedan-chairs and horses were made ready.
Magistrate Hsia took with him only Hsia Shou, but, in
all, there were more than twenty attendants.
They started from Ch'ing Ho on the twelfth. It was winter
and the days were short, but they travelled night and day.
At Huai-ch'ing they hoped to join Captain Lin, but he had
started before them. They went on. When it was particularly
cold they stayed in their sedan-chairs, but, on the warmer days,
they rode on horseback.
At last they reached the Eastern Capital and entered the
city by the gate of Ten Thousand Blessings. Hsi-men Ch'ing
proposed to stay at a temple, but Hsia insisted that they should
go together to his kinsman, Secretary Ts'ui. Hsi-rnen, who
did not know Ts'ui, sent his card before him. When they
reached the house, the Secretary was at home. He came out
to welcome them and led them to the hall. They exchanged
greetings. Ts'ui said how delighted he was to see Magistrate
Hsia; they sat down, and tea was brought.
"May I know your honourable name?" Ts'ui said, bowing
to Hsi-m£n Ch'ing.
"My humble name is Ssu-ch'tian," Hsi-men said.
He asked Ts'ui's name.
"I am a very insignificant fellow," Ts'ui said, "and I am
living in retirement. My humble name is Shou-yli, and I am
also called Hsiin-chai, My kinsman, Hsia, has often told me
of your pre-eminent virtue. I trust your favour may always
uphold and support him."
"He has taught me all I know," Hsi-men Ch'ing said.
"Now that he has been promoted, I shall be dependent upon
him in many ways. I owe him much."
"Why do you flatter me?" Hsia said. "It would seem as
though we were strangers."
"Ssu-ch'uan is right," Ts'ui said, "you are his senior in
rank."
They laughed. Their luggage was carried into the house.
It was growing late. Secretary Ts'ui ordered a meal to be
prepared for them and they spent the night in his house.
The next morning they set off very early with their presents

